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Take	a	look	at	the	graphic	below	--	as	you	can	see,	cri7cal	(and	crea7ve)	thinking	are	important	part	of	the	way	we	do	
Social	Studies	these	days:

So,	how	do	we	apply	cri7cal	thinking	concepts	to	the	Skookum	Stories	project?		How	can	we	use	them	to	make	inquiry	
ques7ons	that	will	guide	the	project?		Here	is	a	simpler	form	of	the	concepts:

CONCEPTS EXAMPLE	OF	CRITICAL	THINKING

significance what	parts	of	the	story	are	of	an	importance	that	goes	beyond	the	immediate	situa7on?	what	makes	something	
“historically	significant?”

evidence objects	and	documents	conceal	as	much	as	they	reveal	--	what’s	going	on	with	each	source?	what	story	does	it	
tell?	what	kind	of	evidence	is	needed	to	tell	the	whole	story?

paHerns	&	change hearing	the	old	stories	--	how	are	things	different	now	and	how	are	they	the	same?	what	are	some	the	7meless	
paHerns	that	seem	to	be	in	play?

cause	&	effect did	some	of	the	interes7ng	choices,	local	events,	global	trends,	or	random	circumstances	have	serious	
consequences	for	the	family?

perspec7ves do	different	bits	of	evidence	tell	conflic7ng	stories	about	events?	what	kinds	of	different	points	of	view	can	be	
found	in	family	stories	and	sources?

ethical	dimensions some7mes	stories	compel	us	to	ac7on,	or	highlight	serious	issues	in	history;	are	their	any	important	lessons	to	be	
learned	or	judgements	to	be	made	from	examining	the	past?



Using	these	“Big	6”	concepts,	try	to	write	a	ques.on	that	connects	each	of	them	to	the	research	you’d	like	to	do	for	your	
Skookum	Stories	project:

CONCEPTS EXAMPLE	OF	CRITICAL	THINKING

1.	significance what	parts	of	the	story	are	of	an	importance	that	goes	beyond	the	immediate	situa7on?	what	makes	something	
“historically	significant?”

your	ques7on,	
and	any	thoughts	
you	have	about	
what	you’ll	use	to	
answer	it:

2.	evidence objects	and	documents	conceal	as	much	as	they	reveal	--	what’s	going	on	with	each	source?	what	story	does	it	
tell?	what	kind	of	evidence	is	needed	to	tell	the	whole	story?

your	ques7on,	
and	any	thoughts	
you	have	about	
what	you’ll	use	to	
answer	it:

3.	pa[erns	&	
change

hearing	the	old	stories	--	how	are	things	different	now	and	how	are	they	the	same?	what	are	some	the	7meless	
paHerns	that	seem	to	be	in	play?

your	ques7on,	
and	any	thoughts	
you	have	about	
what	you’ll	use	to	
answer	it:

3.	cause	&	effect did	some	of	the	interes7ng	choices,	local	events,	global	trends,	or	random	circumstances	have	serious	
consequences	for	the	family?

your	ques7on,	
and	any	thoughts	
you	have	about	
what	you’ll	use	to	
answer	it:

4.	perspec.ves do	different	bits	of	evidence	tell	conflic7ng	stories	about	events?	what	kinds	of	different	points	of	view	can	be	
found	in	family	stories	and	sources?

your	ques7on,	
and	any	thoughts	
you	have	about	
what	you’ll	use	to	
answer	it:

5.	ethical	
dimensions

some7mes	stories	compel	us	to	ac7on,	or	highlight	serious	issues	in	history;	are	their	any	important	lessons	to	be	
learned	or	judgements	to	be	made	from	examining	the	past?

your	ques7on,	
and	any	thoughts	
you	have	about	
what	you’ll	use	to	
answer	it:


